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Abstract. The three important factors that affect the output power and temperature of fiber
lasers (FLs) were investigated in a large mode area step-index FL under a high-power operation.
Photodarkening (PD), quantum defect (QD), and background loss cause increases in the FLs
temperature and reductions in beam quality, stability, and power. PD and background loss coef-
ficients have different values for the signal (laser) or pump wavelength. But QD depends on the
difference between the pump and the laser wavelength. By considering the PD attenuation in
the rate equations, the effects of forward, backward, and bidirectional pump schemes on heat
distribution agents were investigated. FL. characters, including core and clad sizes, both side
reflectors, and FL lengths in each heat generation agent, were studied in detail. © 2022
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1 Introduction

High-power lasers with a kW-level output have been developed over the past 30 years and have a
wide range of applications in medicine, industry, and defense.' The use of ytterbium (Yb) in the
glass host for designing a laser has been considered since 1962.> Yb>*-doped fiberglass with a
Ge codopant has broadband absorption and emission spectrum from 0.97 to 1.2 um, so different
kinds of power sources can be used in a wide choice of wavelengths.**

Kilowatt fiber laser (FL) is achieved by Yb3*-doped fiber, which operates near 1 ym.’ By
increasing the effective area of the core, the output power of FLs and amplifiers is increased.
Although the nonlinear effects are reduced in the large mode field diameter,%” the large mode
area (LMA) active fibers are used for the fabrication of high-power FLs and amplifiers in most
cases,®® with high-power causing nonlinear effects to appear in the environment. Using high-
power laser diodes (LDs) and doping concentrations, the length of FL can be reduced, which is
suitable for suppressing nonlinear effects. Commercial LM As with 20-ym core and 400-ym clad
are widely used in kW-level FL products, and increasing the core or cladding results in poor
beam quality or connection problems, respectively. Photonic crystal fibers are suitable options
for designing the LMA single-mode FLs.'%!" The optical nonlinear effects, such as stimulated
Raman scattering, stimulated Brillouin scattering, and self- or cross-phase modulation, can be
used to make several types of equipment, such as Raman FLs (RFLs) or Brillouin FLs and
amplifiers, wavelength laser tuning, nonlinear spectroscopy, frequency metrology, ultra-FLs, and
emerging technologies that make quantum mechanical effects.'> Mode instability (MI) as a ther-
mal nonlinear phenomenon is a disturbing effect that has not been introduced in any application
until now."* MI is suppressed with different methods to increase the output power and beam
quality,*'* tailoring the Yb-ion distribution, shifting the pump or signal power, using the large
first clad doped fiber, using different pump configurations,' or coiling the FL to decrease the
higher-order mode.'>~!” Thermo-optic effects are an important factor for MI and lead to long-
term running instability. When Yb-doped optical fiber (YDF) is pumped, the intrinsic quantum
defect (QD) combined with color center absorption caused by photodarkening (PD) is doomed to
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generate considerable redundant heat.'® Different techniques can mitigate thermal effects, such
as water cooling, thermoelectric cooling, and anti-Stokes fluorescence cooling.19 Using RFLs
instead of doped FLs reduces QD up to 95%.%°

In previous works, different definitions of the heat source in FLs were classified, and their
simulation results were compared with each other.?! In this work, the PD loss is added to the rate
equations as a power decreasing factor, and under these changes, the effect of cavity parameters,
such as core and first clad sizes, laser length, and the reflectors at the end of FL in heat dis-
tribution, is investigated in the same bidirectional pump scheme. Also, in Ref. 22, the stretched
exponential function was considered for PD phenomena to be the new attenuation phenomena in
the rate equation. In previous works, the effect of some fiber laser characteristics on FL output
has not been determined. This will be done in this article.

2 Background of Heat Source in FLs

Three main factors create heat in the fiber. Background loss, QD, and PD are the main reasons for
the temperature enhancement discussed in this paper.

2.1 Attenuation (Background Loss)

Fiber absorption involves the direct transfer of energy from the propagating light to the fiber
material, resulting in excitation, especially the dopant active center to a higher energy state. The
fiber loss mainly includes absorption loss caused by the fiber itself or by impurities in the fiber,
scattering loss caused by the interaction of the photons with the glass itself, and bending loss
induced by physical stress on the fiber. Two main contributions to optical absorption in fiber
optic glasses are intrinsic absorption of the base glass and extrinsic absorption from the impu-
rities within the glass.

Fiber loss is often measured by the cut-back method. For the measurement, white light is
often used as the broadband source.” The measurement of very high attenuation in optical fibers
requires the handling of correspondingly short fiber samples. Fluorescence properties cause chal-
lenges in measuring the true value of attenuation in the doped optical fibers.>* Various techniques
are proposed to measure the attenuation in doped fiber optics, for example, the conventional
cut-back method can measure Rayleigh loss besides absorption from the ground state.”* So,
in the conventional cut-back method, the absorption cross-section must be evaluated by the direct
method.”® Double or triple cut back can also characterize the main doped fiber parameters simul-
taneously using pseudoparameters.’®>’ Another technique is the twice perpendicular measure-
ment method with strict time management.”* From any mentioned techniques, the background
loss must be determined in the pump and signal (laser) wavelength separately.

2.2 Quantum Defect

The QD is the energy difference between the pump and signal photons converted to heat.”®
The QD is defined as the difference in photon energies:*

Qap(z) = hv,(2) = hvy(z) = hv,(2) (1 - %). ¢))

The value of 1 —4,/4, is the figure-of-merit that quantifies heat generation in an active fiber,
where 4, and 4, are the pump and lasing wavelengths, respectively. The QD takes on a value
between 0 and 1 and represents the fraction of pump power (in the quantum limit) lost to heat.*°
It is also often specified as a percentage of the pump photon energy, effectively using only the
parentheses in the equation above. The QD is converted into heat through nonradiative
relaxation.'” The QD is one of the most important heat sources in gain fibers, which could result
in serious thermal effects on FLs, such as the thermal lens effect, thermal MI, and additional
noise.”” The QD limits the conversion efficiency, but more importantly, it is the main source of
thermal load in FLs.”!
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The Yb3*-doped FL has fewer QDs and an energy depletion mechanism. Depending on the
pumping scheme chosen, the output efficiency of an FL. may be in the range 60% to 80%, with
8% to 12% lost in QDs, 5% to 10% in excess pump loss, 5% to 10% in excess signal loss, and
0.5% to 1% for nonoptimized cavity design.*” In the Er**-doped laser devices, there has been a
serious problem because of large QDs and thermal management.**

Several techniques have been proposed to decrease the QD in FLs. First, judicious selection
of host glass in FLs, phosphorus (P)-doped fiber, reduces the QD.** Also, phosphosilicate fiber-
based RFL has great potential in achieving ultralow QD high-power laser output.’! Tandem
pumping brings the pump and signal wavelengths closer together and reduces the QD.*°
Another option is using the RFLs. It has half the QD of the common LD-pumped Yb-doped
FL.? Research shows that cladding-pumped RFL would be a promising solution for high-power
FLs because it combines the advantages of RFLs, cladding pumping, and low heat production.”

2.3 Photodarkening

The PD loss is another heat source that depends on the pump and signal wavelengths, seed
power, fiber core size, etc.’*>** The PD effect, which is also called photochromic damage
or photoinduced absorption (PIA), occurs when color centers are irradiated with light at certain
wavelengths.*> To measure PD, two common methods are proposed: (1) measuring the loss
in situ of the transmission light during ion excitation'® and (2) examining the long-term laser
output power stability.'®

PD in Yb-doped FLs is observed as degradation in output laser power over time, which limits
the operational lifetime. The material aspects of PD have been given considerable attention dur-
ing the last two decades.’® PD takes place when the YDF is pumped at the Yb absorption band
(916/976 nm) or irradiated under a visible wavelength of 488 nm.*” PD increases the background
loss from the ultraviolet (UV) to the near-infrared bands and causes the absorption of pump
light.*® Also, the PD-induced thermal load can cause a series of issues. It could change the refrac-
tive index of the optical fiber via the thermooptic effect, affecting the waveguide structure and
thereby altering the bending loss of different modes.** More seriously, the thermal load induced
by PD could distort the phase of the beam and aggravate the thermally induced refractive index
grating, which could eventually trigger the occurrence of ML* The mechanism of PD has not
been determined yet; however, researchers have made great efforts to suppress PD.* The PD
problem is typically overcome using LMA fibers, but even with these fibers, PIA has been
observed.* The absorption occurs in the visible and near-infrared, originating from the creation
of color centers in the silica network.*’ The rare earth (RE) ions doping technique, RE concen-
tration, homogeneity, host material composition, defects, and impurities in YDF were widely
accepted as the main causes of color centers and thus the PD effect.'® Dopant high concentration
cause to stimulate in ion-clustering, increases PD possibility. Different mechanisms have been
proposed to explain the formation of color centers. This could be due to charge transfer, non-
bridging oxygen holes, oxygen deficiency centers, Yb** ions, or even Yb** — Yb3* pairs.*!
Some dopants, such as aluminum with high concentration or aluminum—phosphor, can suppress
the PD effect.'®3%*? Optimizing the doping composition by codoping with cerium (Ce), P, Al,
and Na ions into the fiber could inhibit PD to a certain extent.* Recently, a new method has been
proposed to reduce the PD in FLs and amplifiers.’**** In this way, O,- or H,-loaded fiber
exhibits excellent thermal performance in FLs.*> Propagation loss (PL) in the pump and signal
wavelengths also increases the temperature in the FLs and amplifiers.>>** The physical descrip-
tion of the PD effect is interpreted as the creation or existence of the color centers.***® The color
centers introduce additional absorption bands spread from UV to visible and have tailed the near-
infrared,*>* where the pump and signal wavelengths are acted in the FL. In many doped fibers
with the RE ions, such as Tm3t, Ce3*t, Pr3t, Er3*, Tb3*, and Yb3*, the PD effect has been
reported.*’*® Different factors affect the PD phenomena. Claustration of Yb ions increases the
PD effect.*® Although Yb/Al codoped fiber has large absorption and emission cross-sections and
proper thermal property, the level of PD is high.”® Some codopants, such as Ce or P, in Yb/Al
codoped fiber can be useful for decreasing the PD effects.’®>! In both cases, the emission and
absorption cross-sections of the doped fiber are reduced. To achieve the high gain, the Yb

Optical Engineering 110902-3 November 2022 « Vol. 61(11)



Karimi: Contribution of different factors in heat production in Yb%*-doped fiber laser: a review

concentration must be increased, which increases the PD loss, so the codopant concentration
must be carefully selected to have a lower MI at high-power FL.’'

3 Modeling of Heat Distribution in FL

The PD effect reduces the power of the signal (lasing) and pumps.***® So, in high-power FLs and
FAs where the PD effect is seen, an additional loss coefficient, such as PD loss, can be inserted as
the power consumer at the rate equation. At low pump powers, the PD loss is negligible or near
zero, but at high-power FLs, this excess loss is significant. Therefore, we expect that the PD loss
coefficient depends on the beam power, so the coefficient value rapidly increases at a certain
power value. Because the number of color centers in the sample should be limited, after the
special power value, the PD loss coefficient must be reached at a constant limit.

The experimental results of the photobleaching (PB) loss variation with respect to the inci-
dence power at 633 nm for different dopant concentration were represented.*® Increasing the
pump power causes an increase in PD loss in the sample. At 4 mW pump power, the loss
approaches a constant value. In Ref. 39, PD-induced excess loss with and without H,-loaded
in the fiber is depicted. The PD loss occurs in the low-level pump power between 16 and 86 mW
in the Yb-doped fiber.>’ In Refs. 39 and 52, a classical stretched exponential function is used to
fit the time variation of the PD effect. The stretched exponential function in the form of
app_,(I,) = A(1 — exp(—el;)) was considered for the PD loss with respect to input power,””*
where app_; is the PD attenuation at a selected wavelength 4, I, is the input pump power, and the
€ and A are constants with positive values. The results of the PB loss were fitted on the stretched
exponential function. If the PD loss has a similar trend to the PB loss, the suggested function for
the excess loss can be matched to the experimental reality. Nonetheless, the value of the app_;
can be considered to be a constant value in the small increments of power. In this paper, it was
assumed that the value of the PD loss is constant at the considered pump value. The numerical
solving of rate equations is the common method to investigate FL power variations,’* and the rate
equations are present in Ref. 21 and given as

dP;: (Z) e a a + +
+ & T/[(of + 0%)Na(2) — 04 NP7 (2) — asP7 (2), 2
dPi(z)
C‘l’z = —T,[64N = (o}, + 65)N2(2)|P; (2) — @, P (2), 3)
[P} (2)+P;(2)]o8T, | [P7(2)+P;(2)lo4l,
NQ(Z) . : hopAc +=- thi\co = )
N  [P}(2)+P;(2)](c5+05)T [P (2)+P; (2)](c4+05)T, *

p 1
hvpAc, + T + hvgAg,

It should be noted that, in the normal case, the addition of app, in the equations is incorrect.
The relationship is valid when the pump power is high enough that the PD effect is started. Pﬁ
and P are the (+, forward; —, backward) of the pump and lasing power, respectively. v » and v,
are the frequencies of the pump and lasing, respectively. 6%, 6%, and o9, are emission and absorp-
tion cross-sections of the lasing and absorption cross-section of the pump power, respectively. A
is Planck’s constant, and 7 is the steady-state lifetime. N is the dopant concentration in ion (m?),
and z is position along the fiber length. I', and I', are the overlap factors at the pump and lasing
wavelength, respectively. The overlap factor of the pump power in double-clad FL is estimated
as ', ® Ago /A 3336 The overlap factor at the lasing wavelength is I, = 1 — exp(=2rZ, /@?),
where r, is the radius of the FL core and w is the spot size. For the Gaussian pulse shape with the
V number in the range in the range of 0.8 to 2.8, the experimental relation approximate of the
spot size in the doped fiber is used as follows:*!

1.66 0.987
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a, and a, are background losses at the pump and laser wavelength, respectively. app_,, and
app_, are PD losses at the pump and laser wavelength, respectively,”>>” for which conventional
FL is not considered in the rate equations. The PD loss coefficient depends on the dopant
concentration and is determined as*’

N 209 N, /N
pp633 nm (dB/m) ~ 175 ( > 2/

8.74 x 103 046
N 200 N,/N AFF
. (dB/m) ~ 175 : AT
@ppien (4B /m) (AFFX8.74>< 1025> 046 7y
PD! Am /4B
y =245 PD — <—> ©)
Y m

where AFF is the area filling factor because the experimental results of PD loss are present in the
visible region*®**>7 and details of this loss in the pump and signal wavelength are not available.
So, in this paper, it is assumed that app_s ~ app_, X app1m because there are not enough
experimental results to replace the real values.

The pump variations are determined independent of the signal (lasing) beam specifica-
tions as’

dP,(z)  Ah

__Aanvp
dz = ¢p‘[ Nz(Z). (7)

In Eq. (7), ¢, is the pump quantum efficiency, for which Yb3* and ¢y~ 1.2
By combining Eqgs. (2) and (7) and the integration of the equation, the pump power variations
along the fiber length are expressed as follows:

P5(z)  pr[,, . InloC .
" BE0) T Ao, {(G” BRCANT N} (Py(2) = Py O] +(o5NT) + )z = 0
N 2.09 AFF
Cc=175- T 8
(AFF X 8.74 x 1025> 0.46y ©

The heat distribution equation in the core and clads region of the double-clad FL are
described by the thermal conduction equation in the cylindrical coordinates>®>

10 aTcore(r7 Z) _ Q(Z)

ror <rT) K (0xrsea) )
10 [ 0T auus(r,
2 <,lgr(”)> —0, (a<r<eo), (10)

where Q(r, z) is the heat density per unit of volume (W /m?). In this paper, it is assumed that the
generated heat from the QD, PD, and background loss vary as follows:*

0r(z) = Qon(2) + Qfp(2) + Obp(2) + Opi(2) + 0p(2), (11)
a; _ .
Op-i(2) = 47 (P (2) + P (2)); i = (5. p),
Al . mode area of the light (pump or signal)
a;: propagation of loss due to absorption and not scattering (12)
. [,Ln(10)PD' #m
Oi(2) = DD (e (2) 4 P (2)) 13)

10A,,

(05N (2) — 03 N,(2))(P (2) + Py (2))
ACO

QQD(Z) =(1-5) ;0 S= )“p/j'f' (14)
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where T e and T',q are the temperature variations at the core and clad, respectively. Qqp, oky.
0%p, Oby, and Qf are the heat produced from QDs, PD at pump power, PD at laser (signal)
power, PL at pump wavelength, and PL at laser (signal) wavelength, respectively. S is the quan-
tum efficiency or optical conversion efficiency, which is 4,/4,. For the cladding regions
a < r < c, there is no heat source, and Q(z) = 0. r is the radial coordinate, z is the longitudinal
coordinate along the fiber, and K is the thermal conductivity of silica. The thermal conductivity
can have different coefficients for the core and the first and second clads of the fiber. Heat is only
created in the doped core region of the FL. T, and T4, are the temperatures in the core and
cladding regions, respectively. The temperature and its derivatives must be continuous across the
inner boundaries. Moreover, at the outer cladding—air interface, heat is transferred by convective
and radiative heat flux.%%¢! So, at the boundaries, the following conditions are confirmed:?!

dTore(r = 0,2)/dr =0 - T (r =0, z) = cte, (15)

chore(r =da, Z)

dTC]adl (r =da, Z)
2

Tcore(av Z) = Teladl (a’ Z)v K, dr =K dr , (16)
dT, =b, dT =b,
Tcladl (b, Z) — Tcladz(b, Z), Kz clad1 sdrr Z) — K3 C]ad2$r Z) , (17)
dT 4, =c, h
Dowcr 28 _ (7 (1,2) = Tl = €.2)) + ZE(TH(r.2) = Thun(r = €.2)). (18)
dr Kh Kh

where £ is the heat transfer coefficient, which depends on the environmental temperature.®® In
this paper, by assuming a constant value for the environmental temperature, a constant value is
considered for heat transfer coefficient. The values of K, K,, and K3 are the conductive heat
transfer coefficients at the core and first and second clads, respectively. K, is the conductive heat
transfer coefficients of the air. T, Terad1> and T¢,qp are the temperature variations in the core
and first and second clads, respectively. T is the environment temperature or the temperature
that the FL sustains. o} is the Stefan—Boltzmann constant, and ¢ is the surface emissivity.
Equations (11) and (12) both consist of two boundary conditions (the temperature and its deriva-
tive are continuous at the boundaries), so there are six boundary conditions that determine all of
the constant values. By solving Eqs. (9) and (10) using the boundary conditions, the value of
T at the radial point r = ¢ is obtained as follows:*!

o€ h o€ h 0(z)a?
J(Teuaa(r=c.z)) :ETﬁladz(V:C»Z)+ETclad2(r:CvZ)— X, Tf‘aﬂ* 2K =0.
19
So, the temperature changes in the core and clads are as follows:*!
2
Tenr2) = Tofe) - 227 (0<r<a) (20)
4K,
0(z)a* 11
Tenar(r.2) = = (Kz Inr+Q(z)a* In b L &
2
2)a
—i—Tc]adz(r:c,z)—l—& Inc (a<r<b), 21
3
2 2
T (r.2) = = Q(,?a et QT =) bsrso. @
3 3

In previous work, the heat distribution of the double-clad FL with the bidirectional pump
scheme was simulated by considering different definitions of the heat source at the FL, and the
share of each factor in heat generation at the double-clad FL with the relatively large first clad
size was determined.”!
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4 Simulation Results and Discussions

In Eq. (7), the refractive index of the glass with 6% mole GeO, (x = 6%) is determined to be
1.4583 for the signal wavelength 1090 nm. The pump and lasing wavelengths are 1, = 925 nm
and 1, = 1090 nm, respectively. There is no Bragg reflector at the pump wavelength R3 = 0.
The values of the simulation parameters, such as cross-sections, first and second clad radiuses,
steady-state lifetime, background losses, input pump power, etc., are given in Table 1.

The variations of the pump and signal power with respect to position along the FL for differ-
ent pump schemes are depicted in Figs. 1(al)-1(cl). As shown in Figs. 1(al)-1(cl), pump power
is exponentially decreasing, according to Eq. (8), in all pump schemes. The laser output power
depends on the summation of input pump powers.

In Figs. 1(a2)-1(c2), all normalized generated heat with respect to the FL position is shown.
Different heat sources include PD in the pump and signal wavelength, PL or background loss at
the pump and signal wavelength, and the QD. The heat generated by each of the heat generating
agents, along with the FL, has different values as R., = 15 ym. For the bidirectional pump
scheme, the heat generated by PD (s) and PL (s) has the maximum values in the middle of the
FL and the minimum amount at both sides of the FL, whereas the heat generated by the QD has
the maximum amount at both ends of the FL and the minimum at the midpoint of the FL.

In the side pump schemes (forward and backward), the heat generated by the QD has the
maximum value at the pump entrance regions, and the heat generated by the PL (s) has a mini-
mum value at the pump entrance regions. In general, for all pump schemes, the Qqp has the
highest amount, and Q%; and Q% have the lowest amounts at the pump entrance regions. In all
pump schemes, O and QF, have negligible values and can be ignored.

Figures 1(al)-1(cl) show the mean values of different heat-generated factors in three pump
schemes. The mean normalized value of each heating factor in the FL is defined as > ¥ ; Q;/N.

As shown in Figs. 1(al)-1(cl), Qp, has a higher percentage of the heating agent in the

Table 1 Parameter values used in the heat distribution simulation of Yb double-clad FL.

Parameters Values Parameters Values
Emissivity ¢=0.85 Stefan-Boltzmann constant 6, =5.67x10"8 W/
(m? - K*)
Ambient temperature T.=290K Core conductive heat transfer Ky =1.38
coefficient
Laser wavelength (1,) 4, = 1090 nm First clad conductive heat K, =1.38

transfer coefficient

Signal background loss as =5 dB/km Second clad conductive heat Kz =0.2
transfer coefficient

Pump wavelength Ap =925 nm Air conductive heat transfer Kp, =0.025 Wm~1 K-!
coefficients

Pump background loss ap = 3 dB/km Convective heat transfer H =100 Wm—=2K-"
coefficient

Power filling factor 0.0025 Laser absorption cross-section®’ 62 = 1.23 x 10728 m?2

Steady-state lifetime T=084s Laser emission cross-section?' 68 =1.24x10725 m?

Dopant concentration N, = 4 x 10% ion/m3 Pump absorption cross-section®’ 2 = 6.64 x 10725 m?2

Active fiber length L=20m Pump emission cross-section®! 05 =4x10"% m?

Front Bragg reflector R; =0.98 at Input pump power, FWP, P, =500 and 250 mW
1090 nm and BDP

Back Bragg reflector R, =0.4 at Input pump power, BWP, Pp =500 and 250 mW
1090 nm and BDP
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Fig. 1 (a1)-(c1) Pump and signal variations with respect to the position in the FL, (a2)—(c2) nor-
malized generated heat with respect to the position in the FL, and (a3)-(c3) mean value of heat
generated in the FL from different heating factors.

bidirectional and backward pump (BWP) schemes and a lower percentage in the forward ones.
Qqp is the main factor of the heating agent in the forward pump (FWP) scheme.

The effect of core size on heat generation in the FL is investigated in Fig. 2. The dopant
density is assumed to be constant in each core size. Therefore, the number of dopants in the
bigger core size is larger. So, to have a constant value for density in the calculations, the value
of N is multiplied by r2,/r%,4;- As shown in Fig. 2(a), by increasing the core size, the value of
PD-generated heat Q?D is increased. In other words, in the larger core sizes, the PD heat is the
main reason for the increase in the FL temperature. According to Eq. (13), the QD heat is
inversely proportional to the core area. In comparison with two FLs with different core sizes
and equal pump power, the pump power is rapidly absorbed in the input ends of the FL with
the larger core area. So, it is expected that, in the FL. with the larger core, the middle points of FL
have lower pump levels and consequently lower heat generation from the QD effect, which
Fig. 2(a) confirms.

According to Eq. (11), the PL heat generation is inversely proportional to the mode area and
depends directly on the signal (laser) power. In the FL, the signal (laser) output is directly related

@ 1 b) .
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Fig. 2 Heat variation along with the fiber position: (a) share of QD, PD-#, and PL-# in heat gen-
eration for different core sizes and (b) total heat variation versus FL position for different core sizes.
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to the pump power value. So, in the FLs with equal pump power, the laser output cannot grow
from a certain level. By increasing the core radius, the mode area increases. As shown in
Fig. 2(a), by increasing the core size, the value of the Q% is reduced, but the magnitude of
this change is negligible. Figure 2(b) shows the evolution of total heat generation versus core
size. By increasing the core radius, more heat is generated at the ends of FL; so, in the FL with
the larger core size, the probability of FL damage is higher at the output of the FL due to the
higher temperature.

In Fig. 3, the core size effect on heat generation was investigated in the FL. with a bidirec-
tional pump scheme. In this paper, it is assumed that the dopant concentration in the FL core is
constant. In other words, by increasing the core size, the value of the “N,” increases by the square
of the core size. As shown in Fig. 3, for an FL with a small core, the main factor of heat gen-
eration is the QD. So, in the FL with R., = 10 um, 68% of the generated heat is created by the
QD agent. By increasing the core size, the share of the QD and the PL decreases in heat gen-
eration. So, in the FL with R, = 20 um, 10% of the generated heat is created with the QD agent.
For the FL with a large core, the main heat generation factor is the PD. In the FL with
R., = 20 um, 88% of the generated heat is created by the PD agent. In general, by increasing
the core size, Q% and QOqp are decreased, and Q%p is increased. In Fig. 3, due to the negligible
effect of Qf, and Qp; , both of them are ignored.

In Fig. 4, simultaneously, the effects of the FL core and first clad sizes on each heat-
producing factor in the FL with a backward pump scheme are investigated as a percentage graph.
As shown in Fig. 4, from left to right, the core size changes by 10, 15, and 20 ym.

As shown in Fig. 4, by increasing the core size, the value of the Qf, increases and the Oap
and Qf; decrease. The variation procedure of the heat generation sources is similar to the
bidirectional pump scheme. Figure 4 shows that, in the backward pump scheme similar to the
bidirectional pump, the effect of the QF, and Q% is negligible and can be ignored. The graph’s
variation from up to down shows the heat generation source variations in FLs with the first clads
changing from 100 to 200 um. The first clad of the FL only affects the pump overlap factor I',.
Increasing the first clad of the FL causes a decrease in the I', value. Increasing the first clad is
approximately equivalent to decreasing the pump power. The effect of increasing the first clad
size exactly is opposite the effect of increasing the core size on the heat generation factors. As
shown in Fig. 4, by increasing the first clad of the FL, the Qqp and Q% increase, and the Q%)
decreases.

The effect of the front Bragg reflector (R1) on the forward and backward signal (laser) power,
different heat generation factors, and value of the app_, for different pump schemes are depicted
in Fig. 5. In all pump schemes, increasing the R1 value causes an increase in the forward pump
power value (laser output), but the variation of backward laser power is negligible and can be
ignored. Figures 5(a2)-5(c2) show the variation of the different heat-generating agents with

(a) (b) (c)

2% 4% %
10%
18%
8%
88% 33% % 0 ¢
Pl

Rco=10 (um) Reo=12 (um) Reo=14(um) == 0
QD

(d) - (e) 21% (f) 1% . Qll’l)
19% 21%
é 68%
60%

Rco=16 (um) R o= 18(um) R co=20(um)

Fig. 3 (a)-(f) Mean heat generated percentage for different heat sources for various core sizes in
the FL with a bidirectional pump scheme.
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Fig. 4 Heat generated percentage with the different heat sources for various core and first clad
sizes in the FL with backward pump scheme.
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Optical Engineering 110902-10 November 2022 « Vol. 61(11)



Karimi: Contribution of different factors in heat production in Yb%*-doped fiber laser: a review

respect to the FL length for different R1 values and pump schemes. By decreasing the R1 value
from 0.99 to 0.54, the values of the Qf; and Qj, decrease, but the Qqp, increases. The sensitivity
of the heat-generating factors to the R1 value is small. The variation of the app_, in Figs. 5(a3)—
5(c3) shows that maximum changes have been happening on the pump input side. By decreasing
the R1 value, the value of app_, increases.

Figures 6(al)-6(c1) show the total heat generated variation with respect to the FL position for
different values of the back Bragg reflector (R2) in different pump schemes. In all pump
schemes, the maximum variation in the heat generation occurs at the input point of the FL.
In the comparison of Figs. 6(al)-6(cl), it is clear that, in the forward pump scheme, the varia-
tion of generated heat has a negligible variation with the R2 coefficient. The backward pump
scheme shows significant variation in the heat generation by the R2 variation. In all pump
schemes, increasing R2 values causes an increase in heat generation at all points of the FL.
Figures 6(a2)-6(c2) show different heat-generating agents. As shown in Figs. 6(a2)-6(c2),
in all pump schemes, R2 has maximum effects on Qpy,. The effect of the R2 variation on the
other heating factors is negligible and can be ignored. In the BWP scheme, the variation in Q%
is relatively considerable by decreasing the R2 value, causing a decrease in the Q% amount.
Figures 6(a3)—6(c3) show the heat generated percentage for different heat sources at R2 = 0.005.
In comparing Fig. 1(a3) with Fig. 6(a3), it is observed that, by decreasing the R2 value, the
Qqp does not remarkably change and the value of Qf; decreases and Qj, increases. In compar-
ing Fig. 1(b3) with Fig. 6(b3), by decreasing the R2 value, the share of Q% in heat generation
decreases to <1%, and the share of Qqp increases up to 94%. As shown in Figs. 1(c3) and 6(c3),
decreasing the R2 value causes a decrease in Qpp, and Qjp, and an increase in Qqp simul-
taneously.

In Fig. 7, the total generated heat in FLs with different cavity lengths and pump schemes is
investigated. In the bisectional pump scheme, the laser pump has 10 W on each side. But, in the
forward or backward pump scheme, only 10 W pump power arrives from one side of the laser.
So, it is expected that, in the bisectional pump scheme the generated heat has a higher value with
respect to the two other schemes. Figure 7(a) confirms this expectation. In the bidirectional and
backward pump schemes, FL has high heat generation, and with an increasing FL length, the
generated heat changes slightly. These small changes are descending on the bidirectional and
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Fig. 6 Effect of the back Bragg reflector (R2) on: (al1)-(c1) total generated heat, (a2)—(c2) the
different heat generation sources with respect to fiber position, and (a3)-(c3) the heat generated
percentage with the different heat sources and the different pump schemes.
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ascending on the backward pump schemes. In the forward pump scheme, the input point of the
FL has a maximum temperature that does not depend on the FL length. At the endpoint of the FLL
in this scheme, by increasing the FL length, the heat generation decreases. The 3D variations of
heat generation with respect to the FL position and FL length for the bidirectional, backward, and
forward pump schemes are depicted in Figs. 7(b)-7(d), respectively.

5 Conclusion

This paper is dedicated to the continuation of the previous simulation on heat distribution in FLs.
The purpose of this paper is to investigate the effect of FL characters, such as core, clad, and FL
length sizes, and pump schemes on the heat distribution.

It was shown that the pump input points in any pump scheme design generate the highest heat
amount in FL. Also, it was shown that the contribution of Ok, and O, in heat generation is
negligible and can be ignored.

In the bidirectional pump scheme, Qfj, has the highest share, and Q% has the lowest share in
heat generation in the FL. In the forward pump scheme, Qqp has the highest share, and Q% has
the lowest share in heat generation in the FL. In the backward pump scheme, similar to the
bidirectional one, Q% has the highest share, and Q% has the lowest share in heat generation
in the FL.

In this paper, the effect of core size in the FL with a bidirectional pump scheme on the heat
distribution was investigated. It was shown that, in the FL with a small core, Qj, is the most
exothermic factor. By increasing the core size, the share of Q% in heat generation decreases, and
the shares of Qf; and Qqp increase, so in the FL with the core radius = 10 yum, the share of Qf,
in heat generation is 85% and in the FL with core radius = 20 um, the share is 85%.
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The effect of the first clad size on heat distribution was investigated, and it was shown that by
increasing the first clad size, the share of Qqp in heat generation was increased, and the share of
0%, was decreased. The variation of Q% was increasing with a slight slope.

In this paper, the effects of the first and second Bragg reflector coefficients on heat generation
were investigated. The variation of R1 has a negligible effect on the heat distribution. The second
Bragg reflector R2 also has little effect on heat distribution. Simulation shows that this parameter
can change the value of Q%p.

The effect of the FL length on heat distribution depends on the pump scheme. In the back-
ward pump scheme, by increasing the FL length, the generated heat value increases at the end of
the FL (pump input) with a slight slope. In the forward and bidirectional pump schemes, the heat
generation, as well as the temperature at the end of the FL, decreases with the FL length.
This variation has a slight slope in the bidirectional pump scheme.
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