Editorial

gineering community. Notable among these is the As
Pacific Optical Communications conferencéAPOC
200)) to be held in Beijing in October 2001.

as One of the things that has concerned me during my
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Hello, there! Nice to be back. | have enjoyed my year
. As

SPIE President and I'm looking forward to editi@pti-
cal Engineeringagain. | must say 2000 was an interestir]
and rewarding year. If you attended Photonics West

year has been the benefits that SPIE members receive
gan educational society it's hard to segregate any of
irtraditional services to the optical community to just o
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San Jose or the Annual Meeting in San Diego, you knopwnembers. For example, some societies have restrig
how dynamic the field of optical engineering has becometheir Member Directory to members only. But that d
Our field is the enabling technology that is providing in- creases the utility of the service. One specific memt
credible opportunities to accomplish wonderful things apdbenefit is the replacement GfE Reportsour newspaper-
is crucial in the establishment of new modes of commu-4ype publication, which has kept members abreast of
nication from telecom to display to image control andvelopments in optical engineering, witte magazinea
processing. full-color magazine with enhanced technical and inform
Part of my year was taken up with visits to a number pftional content. | know that some felt th@ER was like
the international SPIE chapters and meeting with some othe “church newsletter” and would like to have seen
our partners and colleagues in Europe and Asia. Althoughkept as it was, but overall | believe the new magazine W
this busy travel schedule left little time for sightseeing, do an even better job of keeping you abreast of all aspe
these trips gave the new SPIE Executive Director, Eugenef our field at a level and in a format that this journ
Arthurs, and me a chance to understand the problems arzhnnot.
opportunities in optical engineering that exist outside the One of the hidden strengths of SPIE has been the
UsS. Technical Groups that focus on a specific field within op-
For example, it has been nearly ten years since SPIHcal engineering. To provide these groups with the fe-
began a collaboration with the European Optical Societysources needed to help their members, a series of Discus-
(EOS. As Europe changes and the needs of the nationadion Forums has been introduced on SPIE Web. These
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series of meetings presented under the EUROPTO bannére added benefits of threaded discussions and the ahility
would be ended and that SPIE’s collaboration in the fu-to attach drawings, figures, documents, and other items
ture could be with EOS or any of its member societigs.that can contribute to the discussion. Not all the groups
One example of a European meeting that may be a haiare represented yet, but eventually all will have their own
binger of things to come was the Astronomy 2000 meet+orum. Take a look on SPIE Welwww.spie.org.
ing in Munich. The enthusiasm of the participants and the Since the failed merger vote, the leaders of SPIE and
breadth of coverage at that meeting were,lwel astro- | OSA have sought opportunities where our organizations
nomical. could collaborate. We have also held two meetings of the
In February | was invited to Seoul, Korea, to help theleadership of both societies—in December 1999 and| at
Optical Society of Korea celebrate its 10th anniversary. ithe OSA Annual Meeting this past October. Out of these
was pleased that | was able to participate on behalf| ofliscussions have emerged something as simple as a|link
SPIE members. Later, in May, Eugene and | visited sevon our respective Members Directory web pages to some-
eral locations in Asia to talk to members and leaders|othing as elaborate as a jointly sponsored and organized
our chapters there and to seek their advice and cooper&iomedical optics meeting in Europe at Laser Munich
tion in presenting a series of conferences for the benefi
SPIE members and others in the Pacific Rim optical
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that are now established in various parts of the United | cannot end this report of my year as SPIE President
States, SPIE has organized a series of regional meetingaithout commenting on the dedication of the SPIE staff,
The objective is different from our large multi-conference They are hardworking, intelligent men and women, who
meetings in that SPIE seeks to bring those involved|imaye a sense of service and a great sense of humor. Al-
optics in a region together to network and to discover hhenough you may interact with a few of them at Photonics

resources available to them locally. Thus far we have hagyest or the Annual Meeting, there is a great bunch df
successful meetings in Seattle, Albuguerque, and Crﬁﬁeople up there in Bellingham organizing meetings,

fé:g;(ﬁgﬂ:t'logfllf%ggil g:%eglﬂgz Oa,{g ep;?gr?]ﬁgrfgggf < courses, ar_1d exhibits which come off nearly ﬂawlgssly,
If you are part of these regional communities, you rea |ypubI|sh|ng Journ_als, boc_)ks, and nearly a proceec_jlngs a
should attend. day, and otherwise helping members and others with their
With all the prospects for optical engineering, you N€eds. They deserve a vote of thanks.

would think that we could look forward to even better ~ Finally, I would like to thank Roger Lessard for ably
days ahead. But if you look behind you to see who will standing in as Editor during my absence. During this pa$
help as our field continues to grow, you will find that year we have established a method for rapid publicatig
there are very few young people traveling the road ypuof work throughOptical Engineering LettersWe hope
have taken. There is a shortage of technically trained peryou will take advantage of it. Merci beaucoup, Roger.
sons and it doesn’t look like it's going to get much better
anytime soon. The topic is one that causes me to oscillate ,

between hope and despai . andwill be the subject of a Donald C. O'Shea
future editorial. Editor
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